The Morocco Problem

out this effort.   If this proved
ing herself, would be free.

The Algeciras Conference took place in the Spring of
1906 and the Act was signed on April 8th. Austria, which
firmly supported Germany, nevertheless had counselled
prudence. Italy, which had not lost sight of prospects in
Tripoli, and bearing in mind her engagements with DelcassS
in 1900 in this connection, had no wish to jeopardise her
chances in that quarter. Russia and Great Britain supported
France, Spain supported neither.

The Algeciras Act, consisting of one hundred and twenty-
three articles, was signed by the representatives of Germany,
Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Spain, the United States of
America, France, Great Britain, Italy, the Netherlands,
Portugal, Russia, Sweden and the Sultan, and dealt with a
variety of matters, including the setting up of a state bank
to be supervised by censors appointed by certain of the
Powers and various regulations in connection with the
policing of the country and the ports. But the most important
article was that which recorded the Powers' acknowledgment
of the independence and integrity of Morocco. Another article
again officially recognised the economic equality of all nations.

The signature of this comprehensive document might have
appeared to be the solution of this complicated problem.
Unfortunately this was not the case. If the crisis had passed
worse complications were soon to arise.

In the Autumn of that year there were again disturbances.
They seem to have been somewhat exaggerated, but France
and Spain felt matters sufficiently serious to send warships
to Tangier. Germany had considered doing so, but the
Emperor intervened with the "Wilhehnstrasse to prevent
this. The Sultan sent a couple of thousand troops to Tangier
and order was soon restored, and at the end of January 1907
the French and Spaniards withdrew. Just at this time Mulai
Hafid, the brother of the Sultan, Abdul Azziz, revolted against
him and gained a strong following in the country. France
offered to help Abdul Azziz in return for considerable con-
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